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Sir: 
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In response to the Office Action dated May 10, 2001 , Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration of the outstanding rejections in view of the hereinbelow 
presented remarks. 

REMARKS 

I. Introduction - Claim Status 

The Office Action indicates that claims 1-1 1 are pending and stand rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph. Concurrently with the filing of the present 
application, Applicant filed a Request for Interference with U.S. Patent No. 5,754,654 to 
Hiroya. In view of the instant Request for Reconsideration, Applicant respectfully 
requests notification indicating the allowability of the pending claims, and declaring an 
interference with the Hiroya patent. 
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